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CONFIDENTIAL NIAMEY 3283 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS; PINS, MARR, NG, CD 

SUBJECT: KOUNTCHE'S PUBLIC STATEMENTS ON CHAD-LIBYA, 

WESTERN SAHAR, AND REGIONAL DEFENSE PACT 

REF: NIAMEY 2914 (NOTAL) 

SUMMARY: DAY FOLLOWING PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE'S DEPARTURE ON 
VISIT TO SAUDI ARAB IE, SAHEL DAILY NEWSPAPER (GOVT-CONTROLLED) 
CARRIED TWO FRONT-PAGE ARTICLES COVERING RECENT STATEMENTS 
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KOUNTCHE HAS MAE TO THE FOREIGN PRESS. THESE MENTIONED 
POSSIBLE ROLE FOR NIGER IN CHAD-LIBYA DISPUTE, REINTERATED 
CALL FOR SELF-DETERMINATION OF WESTERN SAHARAN PEOPLE, AND 
POINTEDLY REJECTED PARTICIPATION BY NIGER IN ANY REGIONAL 
DEFENSE GROUPING. END SUMMARY. 

1 . JULY 13 SAHEL NDUVPER CARRIED TWO ARTICLES WHICH CITED 
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RECENT POLICY STATEMENTS BY PRESIDENT KOUNTCHE ON CHAD-LIBYA 
CONFRONTATION AND WESTERN SAHARA PROBLEM. THE PRESIDENT HAS 
BEEN OUT OF COUNTRY SINCE TUESDAY ON VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA. 

THE SAUDI TRIP HAS HAD LOW-PROFILE IN LOCAL PRESS AND IS 
REFERRED TO ONLY AS VISIT OF FRIENDSHIP, NOT OFFICIAL VISIT. 

2. CHAD: FIRST ARCILE COVERED KOUNTCHE'S BRIEF STOP IN 
NDJAMENA JULY 12 ON COURSE FOR HDD AH, WHICH INCLUDED ONE- 
HOUR MEETING WITH PRESIDENT MALLOUM. ACCORDING TO ARTICLE 
KOUNTCHE MADE SHORT DECLARATION TO CHADIAN PRESS THAT NIGER 
WAS WILLING TO INTERVENE QUOTE VERY DISCRETELY UNQUOTE TO 
RESOLVE CHADIAN AND LIBYAN DIFFERENCES. HE WENT ON TO SAY 
QUOTE STABILITY IN OUR SUB-REGION IS IN THE INTEREST 

OF ALL AND WE MUST SEE TO IT THAT PEACE PREVAILS UNQUOTE. 

3. WESTERN SAHARA: SECOND ARTICLE REFERRED TO RECENT 
INTERVIEW WITH THE PRESDIENT GRANTED TO ALGERIAN NEWSPAPER 
EL MOUDJAHID. EVOKING WESTERN SAHARA PROBLEMS, SAHEL ARTICLES 
SAID KOUNTCHE HAD REINTERATED HIS SUPPORT FOR SELF-DETERMINATION 
OF SHARAN PEOPLE: QUOTE SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE SAHARAN 
PEOPLE S STRUGGLEOR LIBERATION AGAINST SPANIL COLOIALISM.7S 

,8&34 #- #3)$ 5473 59 5HIS PRINCIPLE UNQUOTE. IN SAHEL 
ARTICLE, KOUNTCHE WAS ALSO QUOTED AS TURNING DOWN IDEA OF 
MUTUAL DEFENSE PACT OF ANY VARIETY-QUOTE NIGER HAS REJECTED 
THIS IN ORDER TO HONOR WHAT WE REGARD AS OUR SOVEREIGNTY, 

TI RESPECT THE FUNDAMENTAL CHARACTER OF NON-ALGGNMENT, 
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AND ABVOE ALL, TO EMPHASIZE TO OUR PEOPLE THAT IN 
CASE OF AGRESSION, IT WILL BE UP TO US TO DEFENT OURSELVES 
BEFORE WAITING FOR OUTSIDE ASSISTNACE. UNQUOTE. 

4. COMMENT: PRESIDENT KOUNTCHES STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR 
SELF-DETERMINATION OF WESTERN SAHARA PEOPLE REFLECTS NO 
REAL SHIFT IN GON POSITION - IT SIMPLY REINTERATES FORMER 
STATEMENTS. YET STRONG LANGUAGE USED IN REJECTING IDEA OF 
REGIONAL DEFENSE AGREEMENTS IS FIGEEUBLIC STATEMENT ON 
THE MATTER. WITHOUT TEXT OF EL MOUDJAHID INTEFVIEW, IT IS 
DIFFICULT TO WEIGHT FULL IMPACT OF KOUNTCHE'S REMARKS. 

ON ONE HAND GON MAY ONLY BE PREFERRING TIAVOID PUBLIC 
ADHERENCE TO CEAO DEFENSE PACT AT THIS POINT. ALTERNATVELY 
EL MOUDJAHID ARTICLE COULD CONFIRM OUR DOUBTS ALREADY 
REPORTED AS TO NIGER'S EXACT COMMITMENT TO CEAO DEFENSE PACT. 
(REFTEL). IN PAST, GON HAS BEEN KNOWN TO MAKE IMPORTANT 
DISTINCTIM BETWEEN SIGNING AGREEMENTS AND RATIFYING THEM AT 
LATER DATE. IF THIS TRUE, NEW HEAD OF CEAO DEFENSE PACT, 

LT. COL. TAVARES DA SOUZA MAY RUN INTO SNAGS ON DETAILS OF 

TREATY DURING UPCOMING VISIT HERE.RFOR ALGIERS: WOULD APPRECIATE AIR 

POUCHING TEXT OF 

EL MOUDJAHID INTERVIEW WITH PRESIDENT AS AVAIALBLE. JAMES 
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